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UM’S 100TH COMMENCEMENT SET FOR MAY 17 
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana will mark it’s 100th Commencement with ceremonies and 
other festivities, Saturday, May 17.
Graduation weekend will be ushered in on the evening before Commencement with a 
baccalaureate service at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 202 Brooks St., Friday, May 16.
The 6:30 p.m. service is co-sponsored by Catholic, Episcopal, Lutheran and United Methodist 
campus ministries. Graduates, their families and friends are invited to attend this ecumenical 
service honoring graduates and giving thanks for the gift of education.
UM President George Dennison will host a continental breakfast from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. for 
graduates and their families in the University Center Atrium.
In its first Commencement ceremony on June 8, 1898, the University awarded a bachelor 
of arts degree to Mrs. Ella Rob Glenny and a bachelor of philosophy to Miss Eloise Knowles. 
About 1,500 graduates are expected to participate in UM ’s 100th Commencement ceremonies 
throughout the day.
The University will dedicate its Honorary Doctorate Circle on the south end of campus near 
the Mathematics Building during a 12:45 p.m. ceremony. Among those receiving honorary 
doctorates at this year’s ceremonies is internationally acclaimed writer James Welch, who has 
written extensively about the West and Native American people. A native of Browning, Welch 
graduated from The University of Montana and has taught at the University of Washington and 
Cornell University.
Welch will receive an Honorary Doctor of Letters degree for his literary excellence and his
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contribution to the enhancement of greater cultural understanding.
Businessman, entrepreneur, and philanthropist Dennis Washington will receive an Honorary 
Doctor of Business Administration degree for his achievements. Washington began working with 
heavy equipment and construction at the age of 15, and in 1964, formed Washington Construction 
Co. in Missoula, with three employees. Today the company employs more than 3,000 people and 
generates millions of dollars in sales each year.
Following the circle dedication, the public is invited to stay for birthday cake and ice 
cream as the University celebrates Main Hall’s 100th birthday.
Washington will address graduates of professional schools during the morning ceremony 
and Welch will speak to those graduating from the College of Arts and Sciences and the College of 
Technology in the afternoon.
Graduates of the professional schools and faculty will gather on the Oval at 8:30 a. m. 
for the procession to Harry Adams Field House, where the general ceremony will take 
place from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. Professional schools will then hold separate ceremonies starting at 
11 a.m. at the following locations: business administration and education, field house; fine arts, 
Montana Theater; forestry, Urey Lecture Hall; journalism, Music Recital Hall; and pharmacy, 
University Center Ballroom.
The College of Arts and Sciences and the College of Technology degree candidates and 
faculty will gather at 1 p.m . on the Oval. The march to the field house starts at 1:40 p.m. and the 
college’s ceremony will take place from 2 to 3 p.m. Separate ceremonies for the colleges begin at 
3:15 p.m. with College of Arts and Sciences gathering in the field house and the College of 
Technology in the University Center Ballroom.
m
Contact: Registrar Phil Bain, 243-2995.
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